On June 2012, the ash whitefly Siphoninus phillyreae (Haliday) (Hemiptera: Aleyrodidae) was recorded for the first time on pomegranate in Greece. Its occurrence was observed in a pomegranate orchard at Kato Tithorea, in Fthiotida. Information on its morphology, biology and distribution is presented.
Pomegranate is one of the oldest fruit species cultivated in Greece, known since the prehistoric years. The main cultivation places were mainly the Aegean islands (Chios, Lesvos, Samos, Rhodos, Kalymnos, Kos), Crete, Peloponnese (Argos, Astros), Central Greece (Lamia) and Macedonia (Veria, Edessa, Pella) (Pontikis 1987) . After 2007, cultivation was expanded in new areas (Thessaloniki, Serres, Kavala, Rodopi etc.) . Nowadays, the estimated total area with pomegranate orchards is about 1.500 ha (Drogoudi et al. 2012) . Fruits can be found in the fresh market, or processed as spice or medical herb (Lionakis and Lidakis 2004, Lionakis 2005) .
Known insect pests of pomegranate in Greece include the pomegranate aphid, Αphis punicae (Hemiptera: Aphididae), the grape cane borer beetle, Amphicerus bimaculatus (Coleoptera: Bostrychidae), the flatheaded woodborer, Capnodis tenebrionis (Coleoptera: Buprestidae) and the woolly whitefly, Aleurothrixus floccosus (Hemiprera: Aleyrodidae) (Drogoudi et al. 2012) .
The aim of the present study was to report the first record of the ash whitefly, Siphoninus phillyreae (Haliday) (Hemiptera: Aleyrodidae) on pomegranate in Greece. The infested pomegranate trees (cv. 'Wonderful') were located in an orchard near Kato Tithorea at Fthiotida Region, Central Greece on June 15th 2012 (Fig. 1) . Identification of the specimens was made as described by Mound (1966) .
The ash whitefly is a widely distributed insect pest. It occurs in Africa (Cameroon, Egypt, Ethiopia, Libya, Morocco, Sudan, South Africa, Tunisia), Asia (India, Iran, Israel, Japan, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Turkey), the Americas (Argentina, Chile, Mexico, U.S.A., Venezuela), Australia and in Europe (Austria, Bulgaria, Corsica, Czech Republic, Cyprus, England, France, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Poland, Romania, Spain) (Nguyen and Hamon 2011, CABI 2012) . In Greece it has been referred in the past as a pest causing severe damage on pear (Costacos 1963 Bellows et al. 1990 , Sorensen et al. 1990 .
High density whitefly populations can damage the host plant, with symptoms including chlorosis of leaves (Priesner and Hosny 1932), premature defoliation (Priesner and Hosny 1932, Costacos 1963) , and reduced fruit size (Costacos 1963) .
In California initially produced numerous generations per year (Nguyen and Hamon 2011), whereas only two to three generations were reported in Egypt (Priesner and Hosny 1932).
The adult whitefly has a light dusting of white wax on the wings and the body (Fig.  2) . Winged females lay eggs on the underside of the leaves. When the nymphs emerge, they rarely move far and feed on the plant sap until pupation (Gillespie 2000) . The vasiform orifice is surrounded by dark brown derma (inner, thicker layer of the cuticle) with the anal area appearing as a dark brown spot (Fig. 3) . Lateral areas of the pupal case are light beige. Depending on the age, lesser or greater amounts of white wax will be present, due to the two longitudinal tufts of white wax on the pupal case, which makes the formatted colonies similar to snow scales (Fig. 3) . The dorsal surface has numerous long, glassy tubercles which produce a droplet of glassy wax. The pupal case size is 0.8 to 1.0 mm long by 0.55 to 0.7 mm wide and is tan or beige in color (Mound 1966, Stocks and Hodges 2010) .
The occurrence of S. phillyreae on infested leaves is detected by the spots of honeydew covering the leaves (Fig. 4) , as well as by the sooty mould fungi which quickly covers the honeydew. In cases of heavy infestation, the honeydew and sooty mould may cover the whole aerial part of the plant.
Several natural enemies are referred that can control the ash whitefly population under economic thresholds. 
ΠΕΡΙΛΗΨΗ
Στην παρούσα εργασία γίνεται η πρώτη καταγραφή του είδους Siphoninus phillyreae (Haliday) (Hemiptera: Aleyrodidae) επί της ροδιάς στην Ελλάδα. Η παρουσία του είδους αυτού διαπιστώθηκε από δειγματοληψία που πραγματοποιήθηκε τον Ιούνιο του 2012 σε οπωρώνα με ροδιές στην Κάτω Τιθορέα Φθιώτιδας. Δίδονται πληροφορίες σχετικά με τα μορφολογικά και βιολογικά χαρακτηριστικά, όπως και για την εξάπλωση του εντόμου.
